Just the facts, please: a guide to effective documentation.
Although most health care professionals would wish it otherwise, documentation will never be eliminated completely. It can be ignored and complained about, but documentation will always be there to remind us, "If it wasn't documented, it wasn't done." Home care providers need to be cognizant of the imperative for effective documentation. Corporate compliance initiatives, fraud and abuse issues, and changes in reimbursement mechanisms make documentation more important than ever. Home care providers must create an environment conducive to effective documentation practices.